[Implantation of aortic valvular prosthesis via transfemoral catheter. Evaluation of candidates undergoing the procedure].
In recent years, techniques for implantation of aortic prosthesis via catheter have been developed as a therapeutic alternative in patients with severe aortic stenosis rejected for surgery. The correct selection of candidates is one of the more complex aspects of this treatment. We analyzed the acceptance rate in our environment for transcatheter aortic valve implantation in patients referred to our hospital for evaluation as possible candidates, describing the exclusion reasons. 30 patients with severe aortic stenosis and rejected for surgical aortic valve replacement were referred to our hospital to evaluate transcatheter aortic valve implantation. The patients first underwent clinical evaluation and were studied with echocardiography, angiography and computed tomography. Of the 30 patients, 18 were rejected for the procedure (60%): 4 patients with non-severe aortic stenosis, 2 asymptomatic patients, 2 patients who finally underwent surgery because of a low-surgical-risk, 5 patients with contraindications for the procedure, 2 patients who finally did not want to undergo the procedure and 3 patients were further rejected because the vascular access was inappropriate. Of the remaining 12 patients initially accepted, 3 died before the procedure was performed. Finally, only 9 patients (30%) underwent transcatheter aortic valve implantation. Of the patients referred for transcatheter aortic valve implantation, only 40% were accepted. The mortality rate during the evaluation process of this procedure is high, showing that these patients are terminally ill.